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icterus,” primary and secondary paludism, the fre¬ 
quent repetition of imposing" words like “ syn¬ 
drome,” the mistake about the parthenogenicity, 
do not tend to lucidity. 

One good result of studying this book may be 
to impress medical men with the necessity for sus¬ 
pecting malaria either as cause or as complication 
in all cases of disease, no matter what, occurring 
in intensely endemic districts or in patients return¬ 
ing from such. 

In his preface Prof Laveran criticises some 
points in the treatment of malaria. Many of the 
points mentioned above are dealt with in greater 
detail in a preface which Sir Ronald Ross has 
contributed to the English edition. 

(2) The purpose of this little book, as explained 
in the preface, is to help future workers in anti- 
malarial measures by an account of the author’s 
own experiences in Macedonia. In the first chap¬ 
ter the three parasites causing malaria are men¬ 
tioned, and a brief account is given of the ano¬ 
pheles prevalent in Macedonia and acting there 
as hosts for the extra-corporeal phase of the plas- 
modiuni. A review of the prevalence of the disease 
according to the weekly notifications follows. The 
incidence appears to be at its lowest in January, 
after which it rises gradually until the latter part 
of May, when a slight remission takes place until 
the end of June; si rapid rise then occurs, and the 
elevation continues until the third week of July. A 
decline again takes place for a short time, followed 
by another rise, which reaches its maximum at the 
end of October. It is gratifying to read that there 
has been a decrease in the number of cases re¬ 
ported in 1917 as compared with 1916, although it 
is pointed out that owing to the continuance 
of relapses and carriers from the latter year 
it is difficult to guarantee the accuracy of the 
figures. 

Malaria in Macedonia has been responsible for 
a much higher degree of invaliding than wounds 
have. The infection is so widespread that even 
units at the base and on the lines of communication 
are liable to the disease. The difficulty in dealing 
with the breeding-grounds of anopheles in “No 
Man’s Land ” at the front is responsible for the 
greater prevalence of malaria amongst the troops 
in that area. 

The description of the topography of the coun¬ 
try, with its swamps, rivers, streams, and wells, 
and the deserted villages, together with the account 
of the inhabitants, who seem to be almost univer¬ 
sally infected with the parasite, renders obvious 
the magnitude of the task with which the medical 
authorities are faced. An outline of the general" 
system observed by them in dealing with the 
problem shows that the measures adopted are both 
systematic and thorough. 

The various means of combating the disease are 
described in detail. They are too numerous even 
for enumeration in a short review, but officers 
engaged in anti-malarial work will find a perusal of 
this section of valuable assistance. Stress is laid 
on the necessity for destruction of adult anophe- 
lines, which is regarded as being of even more 
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importance than efforts to suppress the breeding- 
places of the insect. 

The methods in use for protecting men from 
mosquito attack are carefully described, and the 
mechanism of using and keeping the new and im¬ 
proved mosquito-proof bivouacs and tents is given 
at length. The importance of educating officers 
and men in anti-malarial measures is strongly ad¬ 
vised. Routine gas-mask drills are carried out, 
and the authors insist that if this is necessary, then 
anti-mosquito training is much more so on account 
of the very much higher percentage of invaliding 
from malaria. 

The authors are guarded on the subject of quinine 
prophylaxis, but, on the whole, one infers that the 
administration of quinine (in the doses usually 
given as a prophylactic) has not been attended with 
success in the Salonika area. Prophylactic qui¬ 
nine, however, is not believed by them to inter¬ 
fere with the curative value of the drug if given 
afterwards. 

The contents of the book are summed up in the 
last chapter, and many suggestions are made for 
the future, including propaganda amongst officers 
and men by posters and pamphlets as in use 
amongst our French Allies. Closer co-operation 
between executive and medical officers and the 
more rigid enforcement of precautions already- 
ordered are advised. 

The whole book provides very interesting read- 
ing, and it should be of valuable assistance to com¬ 
batant officers and laymen as well as to medical 
officers. It contains evidence of the endurance 
and courage of our troops in a most difficult coun¬ 
try under very trying conditions, and it shows- the 
skill and determination with which the R.A.M.C. 
is endeavouring to combat a big problem. 

F. W. O’Connor. 


FRENCH WORKS ON RADIOGRAPHY. 

(1) Localisation et Extraction des Projectiles. 
Par L. Ombredanne et R. Ledoux-Leband. 
Second edition. Pp. iv + 305. (Paris : Masson 
et Cie, 1918.) Price 4 francs. 

(2) Precis de Radiodiagnostic Technique et 
Clinique. Par Dr. Jaugeas. Preface de Dr. 
Beilere. Second edition. Pp. .xxviii + 563. 
(Paris : Masson et Cie, 1918.) Price 20 francs. 

(1) TN this excellent volume—one of the “Collec- 
tion de Precis de Medecine et de Chirurgie 
de Guerre —the authors set forth the most recent 
methods employed in the localisation and extrac¬ 
tion of foreign bodies. The appearance of a 
second edition so soon after the first is testimony 
to the need for such information on the part of 
the medical profession and also to the high value 
which the work has attained since its appearance. 
The appreciation of the work of our Allies in all 
fields connected with the war is always a pleasure 
to -workers in this country. The estimation in 
which this book is held is evidenced by the recent 
appearance of the first volume translated into 
English. We hope the editor of the first English 
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edition will soon be engaged on a translation of 
the second. 

In no sphere of war work have our French 
Allies done better than in that for the relief of 
suffering caused in the war. The volume before 
us gives ample evidence of the advances that have 
been made in surgery and its essential accompani¬ 
ment, radiography. The fact that the surgeon and 
the radiographer must work hand in hand is 
demonstrated in a perusal of the pages of the book. 

The letterpress is extremely clear, the descrip¬ 
tions of apparatus and methods being very lucid. 
The illustrations amply figure the conditions 
referred to in the text; several are of particular 
interest, notably two plates of the thorax showing 
a bullet in the heart. The particular interest lies 
in the rapidity of the exposure, which must have 
been instantaneous, if one can judge from the ex¬ 
treme sharpness of the pictures. The value of radio¬ 
grams of this quality is self-evident. 

The subject is dealt with widely from all points 
of view', particularly from the surgical, and all, 
or practically all, methods of localisation are 
described. The description of the principles under¬ 
lying the practice of localisation is very clear, and 
cannot fail to be instructive and helpful to all. 

The useful methods of localisation are well dealt 
with, and attention must be directed to the com¬ 
bined method which is referred to as “extraction 
a l’aide de controle intermittent.” The method 
so named is carefully described and must be of 
great value to surgeons at the present time. Sur¬ 
geons and radiographers are recommended to 
read these chapters carefully, particularly those 
dealing with the dangers accompanying the 
method. 

An interesting feature of the book is the descrip¬ 
tion of radioscopic stereoscopy, which has been 
perfected in France by Dr. Lifcvre. This is a most 
Important advance in technique, and if the method 
is accurate and protective measures are assured, it 
should enable the operator to remove foreign 
bodies under screen observation in the minimum 
time, thus saving his time and ensuring 
the safety of the radiologist, who may have to do 
screening for a large number of operations. 

(2) The title of this book admirably' covers the 
full subject-matter of the volume, which is 
an excellent precis of the technical and clinical side 
of radiography. An interesting historical rSsumc 
of the discovery of the X-rays, and the subsequent 
development of the technique resulting from their 
use in medicine, forms the opening chapter of the 
■work. Instrumentation is well described, and 
detailed descriptions are given of the most impor¬ 
tant pieces of apparatus. We note with approval 
a good description of the Coolidge tube. The 
question of protection against the injurious effects 
of X-rays is entered into fully. There is an excel¬ 
lent discourse on the physics of radiography—the 
physical facts underlying the use of the rays are 
fullv considered. It will well repay the advanced 
radiologist to read these chapters carefully. 

The chapter dealing with “application a 
I’homme normal ” is particularly good. It 
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deals successively with the technique of examina¬ 
tion of the normal parts, and gives good 
descriptions of the composition of each picture. 
The whole is a very complete account of what the 
radiographer must be familiar with before he pro¬ 
ceeds to an investigation of the abnormal. 

The third .section of the work deals exhaustively 
with “le radiodiagnostic en clinique.” Many valu¬ 
able plates illustrate this section, which will prove 
to be a most useful guide to the many workers in 
radiography at the present time. 

Radioscopy is dealt with thoroughly. 

The almost strict adhesion to French types of 
apparatus wall strike the British reader forcibly. 
It would have been a useful addition to the value 
of the book if a number of American and British 
models had been described; but this is almost 
exclusively a French book, and from a perusal of 
its pages readers here will be able to under¬ 
stand what our Allies are doing in this important 
branch of science, and to appraise the value of 
their war effort in the field of radiography. 

Naturally, at the present time our energy on 
both sides of the Channel is devoted to the dis¬ 
covery of the damage done by projectiles, their 
localisation and removal from the body, and the 
diagnosis and treatment of injuries to bone and 
the vital organs. It is with pleasure that we recog¬ 
nise that our French confreres are in this, as in 
all other branches of medicine, occupying a posi¬ 
tion which is worthy of their great past and pro¬ 
mises a still greater future. 

Normal radiography is gone into fully, and a 
number of good plates illustrate this section. 
Various abnormalities are described. The diagnosis 
of gastro-intestinal diseases, diseases of the 
thorax and of the urinary system, and the diseases 
and injuries of bones receive adequate description. 

The book, as a whole, is a good one, and can 
confidently be recommended to British readers as 
a first-class production and a trustworthy guide 
to the practitioner and specialist—embodying in 
its pages the best work of a distinguished French 
radiologist. 


THE EDUCATION OF ENGINEERS. 
The Education of Engineers. By H. G. Taylor. 
Pp. vii+64. (London: G. Bell and Sons, Ltd., 
1917.) Price 2 s. net. 

HE author of this little book endeavours to 
maintain the thesis that engineering is an art 
and not a science, and that since mechanical arts 
cannot be taught at a university, courses in 
engineering in universities are, in consequence, 
futile, and fail to contribute to the training of an 
engineer. This point of view is not novel, but it is 
surprising to find it supported b’y a university lec¬ 
turer in civil and mechanical engineering. 

The author’s criticisms of university engineer¬ 
ing training revolve around its academic character 
and lack of relation with practice. While, in a 
large measure, this view is correct, it is not neces¬ 
sary to return to the primitive methods of train¬ 
ing engineers in order to find a remedy. Such 
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